


Liberty Hill Farm in Rochester. The Kennetts have a
160-cow registered Holstein herd and run an ag-tour-
ism bed and breakfast at the farm. The family utilized

business planning services from the Viability Program.

The Vermont Farm Viability
Enhancement Program

In response to concerns over the changing
economics of Vermont agriculture, the Vermont
Housing & Conservation Board (VHCB) and
the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets started the Vermont Farm Viability
Enhancement Program in 2003. Since its
inception, the Program has assisted more than
200 farmers to complete business plans.

The Vermont Farm Viability Program is funded
by the VHCB, which is supported by the Vermont
Legislature, as well as by federal programs such
as the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service. VHCB makes grants of state and federal
funds to conserve agricultural and recreational
land, historic properties, and natural areas and to
develop affordable housing for Vermonters. Since
1987, in collaboration with the Vermont Agency
of Agriculture, Food and Markets and private
land trusts, VHCB has funded the purchase
of development rights to conserve more than
121,428 acres on 451 Vermont farms.
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Vermont Farm Viability

Enhancement Program

L

Helping Farmers Plan
for Business Success

A program of the
Vermont Housing &
Conservation Board

in collaboration with the
Vermont Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets
additional funding provided by
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service

and USDA Rural Development




